Product Fact Sheet

SAVOURY SNACKS
IN COSTA RICA
Market Overview
Savoury Snacks sees retail volume growth of 3% and retail value
growth of 7% to reach CRC 94.2 Billion in 2017

MARKET
HIGHLIGHTS

Tortilla chips and nuts, seeds and trail mix register above average
retail value growth rates of 9% and 7%
Average unit prices increase by 3% in 2017
Gruma Centroamérica and Cía de Galletas Pozuelo DCR remain
the leading players with shares of 20% and 19%

Drivers of Growth
Willingness of health conscious consumers to pay higher
unit prices for differentiated added-value options.
Product availability and affordability targeted at the growing
middle income comsumers
Manufacturers are engaging in economies of scale to
effectively compete and absorb inflation.

Sales of Savoury Snacks in
Costa Rica

This category is estimated at CRC
94 billion in 2017 and is expected
to climb to about 112.4 billion by
2022.

Competitive Environment
Company shares and brand shares are concentrated among the following two
companies: Gruma Centroamerica and Cia de Galletas Pozuelo DCR, SA. They
account for the largest company shares of 19.8% and 18.5 % respectively. Pozuelo
and Tosty are the two main brands together accounting for 33.8% of total brand
shares in 2017.

Current Success Factors
The major players leverage economies of scale in production which can
allow cost savings to be passed on to customers and distribution which
helps with their presence in most grocery retailers throughout the country.
Resources are allocated to point of sale promotions, acquiring additional
shelf space and gondolas to generate brand awareness.
Providing products for different segments and at affordable pricing options.
Some companies are targeting health conscious consumers for both adults
and children at different income segments.

Future Success Factors
High levels of competition will encourage companies to penetrate through
volume growth rather than price.
The use of functional and natural ingredient claims are expected to continue
to gain momentum and drive the industry forward.
Healthier eating trends are likely to gain additional momentum in most local
public schools across the country thus creating greater awareness to the
larger socio-economic segments.
Competition from other snacks is anticipated to negatively impact the
performance of savoury snacks marginally mainly with products targeted at
little children.

Distribution

In 2017, both modern and traditional grocery
retailers continued to play major roles in the
sales of savoury snacks in Costa Rica with
59% and 32% of total retailer’s share.
Supermarkets and independent small grocers
led the pace, accounting for 38% and 32%
respectfully in 2017

Pricing
Potato Chips

Frito Lay's
184g
CRC 2,705

Papas del
Volcan 180g
CRC 1,750

Lilliana Papas
Tostadas
100g
CRC 875

Supermarket

Pringles
Papas 137g
CRC 1,295

Independent Small Grocers

Pricing cont'd
Tortilla Chips

Frito Lay's
184g
CRC 2,705

Papas del
Volcan 180g
CRC 1,750

Lilliana Papas
Tostadas
100g
CRC 875

Supermarket

Pringles
Papas 137g
CRC 1,295

Independent Small Grocers

Puffed Snacks

Dorito Nacho
198g
CRC 2,475

Mejitos
300g
CRC 1,195

Independent Small Grocers

Rumba
300g
CRC 800

Yummies
Ranchitas
150g
CRC 795

Independent Small Grocers

Savoury Biscuits

Supermarket

Supermarket

Nabisco
Club Social
90g
CRC 935

Pozuelo
Galletas Soda
440g
CRC 1,150

Tosh Galletas
Albahaca Tomate
256g
CRC 1,150

Gama Soda
172g
CRC 385

Supermarket

Independent Small Grocers
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Not just facts and figures
About this factsheet
This product factsheet was developed by exporTT using information
gathered from our market survey to Costa Rica which was held on 5th – 14th
February 2018 as we all our subscription based Euromonitor International
Database.

If you would like to take an in depth look at your company’s products and
competitors in this or any other market please feel free to contact:
Dhanraj (dharrypersad@exportt.co.tt) or Vincent (vramlochan@exportt.co.tt).

exporTT Limited
Export House,
151B Charlotte Street,
Port of Spain
Tel: (868) 612-EXTT (3988)
www.exportt.co.tt

